not to lose the numerical strength of their followers.
The stage was thus set for the revival of religious
.aggression which had disappeared.
The other and more disturbing factor was Univer-
sity education.
The Hindus developed language and literature
and cultural associations with the aid of Hindu history
and Sanskritic beauty. The Muslim university stu-
dents in the north, for there were very few in other
parts of India, naturally turned to Muslim heroes
who had devastated India and to Persian and Arabic
for their inspiration. Thus the most essential bond,
of language, literature and historic association, came
to be relaxed. As education advanced among the
Muslims, the common forms of life were forgotten
and Islamic culture and loyalty to Islam, as detached
from India, came to be stressed. The Hindus and
Muslims who had pursued their social and religious
ways side by side for centuries, suddenly began to find
themselves in two different cultural hemispheres.
But right till the Partition of Bengal, the educat-
ed Hindus and Muslims were agreed in secularizing
their group sentiment and pursuing the path of
nationalism related to India as the Motherland. Had
this progress been left undisturbed by the British, the
harmony of national aspirations at the top would
have slowly percolated to the lower strata of society.
But the British presented separate electorates to the
Muslims; the community was segregated; religious
passion was made the measure of politics; and broad-
minded nationalist Muslims were suddenly made un-
representative of their own community. The new
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